Grades 2-3 

Running the Rain Forest
Each year, the Amazon rain forest gets smaller. Trees are burned and cut down. The loss of trees is called deforestation (dee-for-uh-stay-shun). On September 30, Brazil shared sad news. The amount of deforestation this year was three times as much as last year.

The Amazon covers 1.6 million square miles of Brazil. The Amazon River basin stretches across South America. It is home to at least 10% of the world's known plant and animal species. The wildlife needs a healthy forest to survive.

The Price of Growth 

Brazil sells beef, soy and wood to other countries. Some farmers and ranchers burn trees to clear the land for crops or grazing. Loggers cut down trees. They build roads to carry out the wood.

Growth comes at a price. A study by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) shows the terrible cost. More than half the Amazon could be gone by the year 2030.

Save the Forest! 

Brazil has announced steps to save its valuable forest. More officers will be hired to stop illegal farming and logging. More land will be protected. Meg Symington, a WWF Amazon expert, says the new rules will help.
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